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issue, where you are, irrespective of what the final outcome
here i s . I kn ow you b el i eve , most of you, a pretty strong
majority, that something does need t o be don e and that
I ni t i at i ve 3 0 0 i s p r ob a b l y damaging. As I say, my problem
today is convincing that person, with the intensity of
emotion expressed in that letter, that Initiative 300 is not
t he appropr i a t e a p p r oach . Now before , b e f o r e a n y o f u s can
get anything done on these very intense and emotional issues
we have t o e st ab l i sh a l i nk o r a l i ne o f com munica t i o n .
That means at least we start, whether we ar e on t he f a r
right, whether we are on the far left, w e s t a r t by say i n g ,
o kay, I ' m w i l l i ng t o l i st en , I ' m wi l l i n g t o say i f you can
r eal l y s h o w me someth i ng , m aybe I ' l l come off my point. So
I, for one, commit if you can demonstrate to me, a bsolu t e l y
demonstrate, the value of Initiative 300, or some variation,
t hen I ' m w i l l i ng , I ' m w i l l i ng t o come off. I think that is
t he e" se n ce , t he e ssence o f gove r n ment , t he e ss e nc e o f
statesmanship and ultimately compromise is t he cen t e r p i e c e
of all of government. So if there is a m i d d l e g r o u nd , I ' m
wil l i n g t o h el p f i nd i t . But I cannot do that unless that
same reciprocity of understanding exists on the o t h e r si de .
I think the next step is we identify exactly what the
perceived problem is, and I' ll give my statement of the
problem and you see if you disagree or agree, whether y o u
are on this side or that. Many farmers, almost everybody in
agriculture, is h urting. They see their entire life' s
savings, their inheritance in some cases, their families,
their way of life, their property at risk, being lost. They
see themselves being removed from the farm. The other half
of that equation is I ni t i a t i v e 3 00 i s pe r c ei ve d b y t h e
people as the thing that is going to save them, the thing
that is going to somehow save "the fa m i l y f ar m. " T hat i s
why it is called the family f arm preservation act, I
presume. I see Senator H iggins here. Di d you h ave
something, Senator Higgins.'

SENATOR HIGGINS: No, Senator. I just wanted you to know
that I was going to wait until you got through w ith y o u r
debate before I came up and cast my vote. But s ince you
mentioned the gubernatorial candidates were not here, I want
you to know I am here. I have been here, I j u s t d i dn ' t wan t
to listen to all of this.

SPEAKER NICHOL: I'm sorry, gust a minute, just a minute,
just a minute.
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